
               

              
 

If you do not get our emails you may have missed all of the excitement of an urgent need being met, to the penny, 

and right on time.  If you would like to get up-to-date news or prayer requests be sure we have a correct email 

address for you. You may even prefer receiving our newsletters by email.  We promise you that we will NOT fill 

your box daily.  We will limit our emails to a maximum number of one a week and probably not even that many.  

The only time we might send an extra one would be in a situation of a very serious prayer request. 

 

Urgent need met on time: 

 

We sent information by email and on the back of the December receipts the need for almost $6,000.  The urgency 

of this need was that SRA had agreed to a research project involving our African schools and would send over 

$26,000 worth of top quality educational material to them.   Also Rod and Staff donated two sets of their excellent 

material which is Biblically based, and gave us permission to copy the PDF files. 

 

My friend, Angelica was responsible for this enormous gift. For almost thirty years her specialty has been reading 

intervention.  She is trained and well practiced in teaching this SRA material, one of the most respected and 

expensive reading intervention programs available.  She was planning to take time off from her work, and travel to 

Uganda and Rwanda at her own expense, to train our “God Loves Kids” teachers how to teach this material.  

 

Wow, what a blessing.  We know that education is the ticket out of a life of poverty and hopelessness.  Much of the 

learning process is dependent on how well a person can read.  We were so excited about this incredible opportunity 

to help ensure that our African kids were given the golden ticket to the power of reading. 

 

OH NO BAD NEWS!   My heart sank when I got the message the last week of November that the company 

expected us to pay the shipping and it would be almost $6,000. We had to have it in December.  Angelica, the 

teacher was already scheduled to be in Africa to start the training the last week of December. 

Being human I spent the day moping about.  I knew there wasn’t time to send out a newsletter.  How in the world 

could I come up with $6,000 so quickly? 

 

As I prayed faith rose up in my heart.  I just could not believe God would give us such a miracle (over $26,000 of 

fabulous material) and have to refuse to accept the miracle for the lack of $6,000.  It was then that I thought about 

sharing this urgent need with our email friends.  Then I decided to also share it with the December donors by 

putting the information on the back of their receipts. 

 

 I checked almost daily with my bookkeeper, Lynn.  At first the funds came in slowly but gradually increased.  It 

was exciting and I must confess a little nerve racking also.  However, when I would begin to worry God would 

minister peace to me.   

 

I told the staff they could leave at 1pm on New Year’s Eve.  About noon I ask Lynn how much we lacked having 

our need met.  When she told me we were only $577 I squealed with delight.  I thought why keep the miracle to 

myself so I sent out the email thanking the donors for the miracle and mentioned that we only lacked $577.  When I 

typed that I felt the assurance that God was going to send it before the end of the day.   

 

As Lynn left the office she said, “I am going to check our online account just before midnight”.  Early New Years 

day she called me and said “Praise the Lord” the need is met plus about $200 over.  I shouted the news to Syvelle, 

my husband, and we rejoiced over the faithfulness of our God. 
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That wasn’t quite the end of the story.  Saturday morning I opened my email to find “URGENT”.  It was from 

David our administrator in Uganda.  He had not received the materials and the teacher was there.  I spent most of 

the day trying to get in touch with the shipping company.  I finally heard from them that evening.  About the same 

time I heard again from David.  He had gotten the call that the books were at the airport but it was going to cost  

$170 to get them out and he did not have the money (remember this is Africa).  At 9pm we were at Western Union 

sending David the money he needed.  After we paid Western Union their fee and sent David the rest he actually 

had $15 to help him with gas money to go to the airport.  Monday the books were delivered and Tuesday morning 

Angelica was teaching. 

WHAT A GREAT GOD WE SERVE. 

 

 

It is because we have friends and partners like you that this ministry 

 “God Loves Kids” has, and still is changing thousands of kid’s lives forever.   

We are indebted to all of you who are so faithful to partner with us.  

THANK YOU!   

May God bless you with an abundant harvest. 

 

 

Seeds of Hope 
 

 

In November Syvelle and I had the privilege of having 

Clifton and Marika Burton, members of one of our 

sponsoring churches,  The Father’s House in Vacaville, 

California, travel with us to Nagaland to see and participate 

in the Bible Translation training  Marika, being a teacher 

was very interested in our school, Seeds of Hope.  I 

encouraged her to visit the school and to give me a report.  

She and her husband were very impressed with our children 

and the staff. I asked  her if I could share her report with 

you. 

 

Seeds of Hope is our school which is located on the same property as the Bible translation center. Our friends in 

the Bahamas paid for the building and the school became operational several years before the translation center 

was started. 

 

Our other Nagaland school is in a very remote village, a full two days drive by a 4 wheel vehicle.  They are the 

poorest of the poor but the most precious children I have ever met.  When you read Marika’s report realize that 

these village children are getting exactly the same education.  Narola goes there and stays weeks at a time to be 

sure the children are well taken care of physically, spiritually and in their schooling. 

 

Our one problem both places is that we have only been able to take the children to 6
th

 level which would be like the 

7
th

 grade in the US system.  Then the children have to be transferred to another school.  That means we have to 

find a foster home somewhere for the older children.  That also means we have no control over the kind of 

influence they will have in the new school as it most likely will have to be a government school.  Therefore their 

teachers can have totally different beliefs than we do as Christians.  We want our kids grounded in the true gospel 

message and those teenage years are so important. 

 

The good news is that we are making arrangements for those who will finish at the village school to be able to 

transfer to Seeds of Hope this coming year.  We are right now building a temporary shelter of bamboo for them 

and adding the next grade at Seeds of Hope.  However, this is definitely a temporary solution.  Our goal is to build 

a permanent dorm for the older children and add a grade a year to the school. This project will be about $25,000.  

We are praying that God will make this happen quickly and ask you to agree with us in prayer. We trust God will 

speak to those who know how important it is for these children to get a good education and a good spiritual 

foundation to join us in making it happen. 
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òFor though I am absent from you in body,  
I am present with you in spirit  

and delight to see how orderly you  
are and how firm your faith is 

.” Colossians 2:5” 
 

The Following is a report written by: Marika Burton 
 

I had the privilege of visiting the Seeds of Hope 

Elementary School in Dimapur, Nagaland in November 

2008.  The school is now in its fifth year.  Narola Phom, 

is the school proprietor and the superintendent.  She 

has modeled SOH’s curriculum after some of the finest 

schools in Nagaland.   I was amazed at the achievement, 

orderliness and faith of the students and staff of SOH 

School.   
 

As my husband and I approached the school we saw the 

smiles on the students’ faces while they played on the 

playground and scrambled to get to school on time.  We 

met Mr. Lanu, the principal, got a brief introduction to 

the school and schedule, and made our way down to 

morning chapel. 

 

My eyes were not prepared for the sight I was to behold.  There, standing attentively before us, were eight parallel lines 

of children, each line arranged in order of height. The children were neatly dressed in uniforms with white pants or 

skirts and colored shirts. The children in each line wore the same colored shirts of red, blue, green or yellow.  I held my 

breath for an instant at the absolute silence in the room; every eye was focused directly on us.  Mr. Lanu broke the 

silence as he introduced us to the staff and the student body numbering 109, ranging from ages of 3-13. (It seemed to me 

that some of those three-year-olds were no more than three feet tall!)  My husband and I were greeted by the children 

with the utmost respect; slight bows with folded hands, and then Mr. Lanu asked us to be seated in front facing those 

attentive, expectant faces. Mr. Lanu calmly and gently addressed them in English and called them to prayer.  I watched 

as every eye in the room closed.  Some of their faces scrunched up as they prayed with earnestness and passion. After 

prayer the students were given an opportunity to recite some scripture from memory, and then my husband and I were 

invited to speak to the students.  The students remained standing as we spoke, with their eyes fixed upon us the entire 

time. 

 

My eyes were not accustomed to seeing such order.  As a teacher it was common for me to enter a noisy assembly to see 

rows of seated students being repeatedly reminded to keep their hands to themselves, stay seated on their bottoms, keep 

their lips zipped and stay focused so all could hear the speaker.  Such was not the case in the SOH school. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                    I would like to sponsor a: 

 

Å Dorms for the 7
th
 Graders $_________               Å Young child at $30 a month 

Å Where Needed Most $__________            Å High School Student $ 45 a month 

Å Library for SOH School__________                Å College student $115 a month 

Å Science Lab for SOH School$__________ 

Å More Computers for SOH School$__________           Å BoyÅ Girl Å India Å Africa 

 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:__________________________________________ State:_________________________ Zip:__________________  

 

Phone____________________________________ E-Mail: _________________________________________________ 
 

Seeds of Hope School 



After chapel we visited the classrooms.  The classroom atmosphere was orderly but not formal or stifling. The teachers 

really seemed to enjoy the children, and the children seemed to be enjoying school as well. All instruction and 

assessments were given in English, except for a Hindi Language Class.  The first grade is A, then B, then 1st, 2
nd

, and so 

on through the 6
th

 grade.  Grades A and B seemed to correspond to our Kindergarten and First Grade year, and the 

First Grade curriculum had predominantly concepts taught in California in the Second Grade.  I was amazed at the 

academic accomplishments of these very young students, because they had mastered concepts deemed too difficult for 

our students the same age to learn.  

 

 

Students may start school at three years of age if they are ready.  By age four students must attend school.  To enter 

grades B through 6
th

 students must pass an entrance exam. Primary grades are A - 5
th

.  Middle School is 6
th

 - 7
th

, and 

High School is 8
th

 – 10
th

.  Students are required to pass State Board Tests in grades 8 and 10.  Grades 11 and 12 are 

referred to as Secondary School or College.   Colleges are very competitive and expensive.  Only students with the 

highest grades and the ability to pay expensive tuitions get in.   

 

Though private schools in America are not required to maintain public school standards, apparently in India this is not 

the case. The State Board of Education members visit SOH monthly to make sure the staff and students are performing 

well.  Teachers may be asked questions to ensure their knowledge of the subjects they teach and student records are 

examined every two terms.  If standards are not maintained the State Board may close the school. 

 

Next year they plan to add grade 7 to the school to 

accommodate their graduating 6
th

 graders.  They would like to 

add a grade level each year and build a dorm so children from 

the village school can come to the SOH School rather than find 

a foster home and go to a government school.  At government 

schools they don’t have Christian teachers, devotions and Bible 

lessons.  SOH is also in need of a school library, science lab and 

additional computers.  (Right now their computer lab has only 2 

computers.) In spite of their limited budget, the administration 

and staff are doing an excellent job of educating their students 

both academically and spiritually.  God has blessed them with 

an abundant harvest of souls as they see many children come to 

faith in Christ.  

 

What a joy it would be for me, a California first grade teacher, to teach in a school such as this, where students are so 

respectful, obedient, and eager to listen and learn, and the teachers are so gentle, caring and devout. Because of the 

commitment, sacrifice and example of the administrators and staff of Seeds of Hope, each student truly is a “seed of 

hope” which germinates and springs up for a better life in this world and the world to come.  

 

 

 

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:__________________________________________State:__________________________Zip:__________________  

 

Phone____________________________________ E-Mail___________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Å  Charge my account: Every Month         Å Only this month  
 

                              Å Visa   Å Master Card  Å  Discover   Å AmEx 

 

Card#___________-____________-____________-___________ Exp.Date _____/_____Security Code ______________ 

 

Signature __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Narola and the Village School Children 


